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With a base of 5 million readers, 

Guideposts magazine has pub-

lished true, inspiring stories of 

hope by people from all walks of 

life.  

Karen Adkins, one of our board 

members, was instrumental in 

connecting us with a Guideposts 

editor who is a graduate of 

West Virginia University and fell 

in love with our state, and our 

plans for Shiloh Village. 

For over 70 years, each monthly 

issue of Guideposts has been 

packed with true, heartwarming 

stories of hope and courage by 

not only well-known celebrities, 

but everyday people.  

Shiloh Village is mentioned in the 

September 2018 issue.  

Just as Guideposts magazine has 

helped people experience life 

with joy, self-confidence, faith, 

and optimism, we want to help 

women reenter the community 

with inspiration.  And hope.   

The power of faith in action can 

help transform the lives of wom-

en who will call on us for help.  

Our faith-based programs will  

provide the support and re-

sources they need to become  

better equipped to face the reali-

ties of life in a positive way.  

   All roads lead to . . .  

            Shiloh Village! 

Providing transitional housing and Bible-centered mentorship for women leaving incarceration. 

Tough Choices  
A woman released from prison faced a tough choice—return to her hometown, where her children lived, 

or start a new life elsewhere.  She longed for her children, but returning home also meant reconnecting 

with friends whose influence led her into the drug use that resulted in imprisonment.   

She chose a new life, hours from home.  

“That took a lot of courage,” said Gina Hanna, executive director of Beauty for Ashes 

Ministry, a faith-based program in Platte City, MO, that helps recently released prisoners 

reenter society.  “She had to believe that if she trusted God, he’d take care of the details.”  

Hanna is among a small number of chaplains and volunteers who are attempting to minis-

ter to the more than 219,000 women behind bars in America.   

Eventually, the woman found stable employment and was reunited with her children.  But her plight high-

lights the unique challenges incarcerated women across the country face.  Baptist Standard, May 2014  
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 Prison Pup Program   

Zap that Tattoo! 
The Jail Ministry of Elkhart County, Indiana, recently received enough donations 

to be able to purchase a $55,000 tattoo removal laser for use in the jail.  The 

laser is available for any inmate, free of charge.  It was purchased to ensure 

once people leave the Elkhart County Jail, they have a chance for employment 

and the ability to leave gangs. 

”When you are getting out of jail and that’s what you are facing, just being in-

volved in a Bible study in jail doesn’t really help with all of those things,” Cory 

Martin, the chaplain said.  “This is one of those tangible ways that we can minis-

ter to the men and women by helping them clean up.  We will let God clean up 

the inside and we will help clean up the outside.”  The Goshen News, June 2018  

Sixteen years ago, the Califor-

nia Institution for Women 

(CIW) in Chino, CA, became 

the first prison within the 

state of California to have a 

Service Dog Training Pro-

gram.   

Canine Support Teams (CST) 

is proud of its “Prison Pup 

Program” where inmate train-

ers play a vital role in the advanced training of ser-

vice dogs for the disabled community. 

All dogs accepted into the training program must 

pass rigorous health and temperament tests.  These 

dogs are either part of the CST breeding program, 

are donated by private breeders, or are rescued 

from various shelters/rescues.  

CST, a nonprofit organization, adheres to the high-

est standards of training, behavior, temperament, 

and health for the Service Dogs.  All of their train-

ers are committed to the humane treatment of the 

dogs at every level of training.  

At the CIW program, the dogs are assigned to an 

inmate trainer at 18 months of age, after being 

raised in a puppy raiser home where they are well 

socialized and taught basic obedience skills.  They 

remain at the prison for 4-6 months.   

CST staff provides weekly instruction to the inmate 

handlers, training them to become dog trainers plus 

canine behavior and service dog specialists.  This is 

one of the longest standing prison dog programs in 

the nation.  

Upon completion of training, CST Service Dogs 

have learned a combination of 70 unique com-

mands!       

CST Founder and CEO, Carol Roquemore, takes 

joy in the fact that in addition to serving those with 

disabilities, the Prison Pup Program also positively 

impacts the lives of the participants.  “We’ve seen 

many inmate trainers go on to be gainfully em-

ployed in the animal training and animal care indus-

try upon their release from the prison system.  

Nearly every single Prison Pup Program participant 

has stayed out 

of prison after 

their release, so 

we know that 

our program is 

an excellent 

example of a 

rehabilitation 

effort that real-

ly works.” 

https://www.facebook.com/89629738378/photos/10154242747078379/


“Good reentry programs will deliver new ways of thinking for the former inmate,” says Ann Jacobs, director 

of the Prisoner Reentry Institute at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice.  “Frequently, simple, com-

monsense programs with a ‘human touch’ make all the difference.”   

A person’s successful reentry into society can be viewed through how adequately they are able to meet six 

basic life needs, depending on the phase an inmate is in when they’re released.  Jacobs breaks these phases 

down into three categories that make up the “Success in the Community” matrix. 

“Success in the Community” Matrix    
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Source: John Jay Prison Reentry Institute                     

Matrix originally developed by Ann L. Jacobs when Executive Director of Women’s Prison Association, New York, NY 
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Show Me the Money. . .   

B. Parker Harrington 

On July 18, 2018, several of our board members 

attended The Essential Fundraising Clinic presented 

by the WV Nonprofit Association in Flatwoods, 

WV.  It was funded through a Flex-E-Grant by the 

WV Development Office.  

A nonprofit organization’s fundraising program 

should be grounded in truthfulness and responsible 

stewardship.  B. Parker Harrington, founder of 

Sponsorship Plus, has created and implemented  

ethical sponsorship programs for scores of clients in 

markets across the country since 1992.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledgeable and generous, she shared her ex-

pertise and innovative strategies with us--strategies 

that have translated into success for nonprofits of 

all sizes.   

Funds are a crucial resource for Shiloh Village and 

must be obtained and managed effectively and    

ethically.  We have an obligation to act as responsi-

ble stewards in managing our financial resources 

and must always comply with a diverse array of   

legally-required financial regulations.  

Fund development is a way to bring together a par-

ticular cause and the prospects and donors who are 

willing to invest in that cause.  In order to position 

Shiloh Village for long term success, we’ve adopted 

Parker’s guidelines as indicated below:   

 In soliciting financial support, Shiloh Village is 

committed to honoring donors’ intents, respect-

ing their privacy, providing accurate information 

about how gifts will be spent, and employing 

ethical practices. 

 Shiloh Village will establish policies and proce-

dures for accepting gifts other than cash, for 

properly accounting for gifts in accordance with 

generally accepted accounting principles, and for 

complying with IRS rules on acknowledging gifts 

and notifying donors of the value of any benefits 

conferred. 

 Fundraising communications will include clear, 

accurate and honest information about Shiloh 

Village, its activities, and the intended use of 

funds. 

 Shiloh Village will balance publicly recognizing 

charitable contributions, with maintaining donor 

confidentiality, as requested. 

 Shiloh Village does not share, trade, or sell con-

tact information for any donor without prior 

permission from the donor. 

 The Shiloh Village board will demonstrate re-

sponsibility for raising sufficient funds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parker’s presentation was excellent and construc-

tive.  It provided tangible strategies we can immedi-

ately implement. 
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Stuck in Jail!  
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According to a 2017 report by the Prison Policy Initiative, 60% of women in jail have not been convicted of a 

crime and are awaiting trial.  Women, who aren’t usually a flight risk because of their childcare responsibili-

ties, still find it challenging to avoid pre-trial incarceration due to lower incomes.  

A previous study found that women who couldn’t make bail had an annual median income of just $11,071.  

And among those women, black women had a median annual income of only $9,083.  

A typical $10,000 bail amounts to a year’s income.  It’s no wonder that women are stuck in jail awaiting trial. 

While stays in jail are generally shorter than stays in prison, jails make it harder to stay in touch with family 

because phone calls are more expensive (up to $1.50 per minute), and some jails limit written mail to post-

cards only.  

This is especially troubling since 80% of women in jails are mothers, and most of them are primary caretakers 

of their children.  Thus, children are particularly susceptible to the domino effect of burdens placed on incar-

cerated women.  Women in jails are also more likely to suffer from mental health problems and experience 

serious psychological distress than either men or women in prison.  

Three out of four women under control of the correctional systems are on probation.  Probation, billed as 

an alternative to incarceration, is frequently set with unrealistic conditions that under-

mine the goal of keeping people from being locked up.  It often comes with steep fees, 

which, like bail, women are in the worst position to afford.  Failing to pay these proba-

tion fees is often a violation of probation.  Unreliable transportation and childcare de-

mands further complicate probation requirements, like meeting with probation officers 

or paying for babysitters.   

Although our correctional system doesn’t always address a woman’s unique struggles; 

at Shiloh Village we will.  

Chart by Prison Policy Initiative 2016 

The Path from Arrest to Pretrial Detention 



A Little Piece of Light  
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Donna Hylton, who was born in Jamaica, was sold by her moth-

er at age 8 to the Hyltons, a couple who were going to New 

York.  They promised to take the young girl with them to Dis-

neyland.  This was just the beginning of a vicious cycle of mis-

trust and abuse that would mar her life in America as she dealt 

with trauma, neglect and destructive choices.   

She wanted to be a model, but at age 19 

Donna was linked as an accessory to a 

horrific murder.  Although she was pre-

sent at the murder, she says, she had 

nothing to do with it.  Nevertheless, she landed behind bars for 27 years.  

While in prison, Donna earned a bachelor’s and master’s degree and became an ad-

vocate for the incarcerated.  She’s been a free woman since 2012 and her book, A 

Little Piece of Light, is slated to become a movie, starring Rosario Dawson.  Donna’s 

book is a raw account that represents the stories of thousands of women who have 

been unable to speak for themselves, until now. 

http://www.shilohvillage.org/

